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Parable of Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) Sunday School Lesson
ministry-to-children.com/prodigal-son

Jesus is ready to forgive everyone – both sinners (bad people) and self-righteous (good
people). God is Father to all. This lesson shows children that God’s love has no limits and
they are always welcome to come back to HIM.

Learning Objective: After this lesson, children will demonstrate understanding that God
wants to save everyone (both sinful people & self-righteous people).

Learning Indicator: Test: Children will answer open-ended questions that show their
comprehension.

Setting: Sunday School or Children’s Church: This Bible lesson requires 25 minutes, but
can be extended with additional activities suggested below.

Target Age Group: 5 – 12 years old {U.S. Kindergarten – 6th Grade}

Bible Story: Luke 15:11-32 The Parable of the Prodigal Son. This corresponds to the
reading 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Items Needed:

Marked Bible for this passage. Prepare the copy in advance by highlighting the
significant points to emphasize. Underlining words or ideas that will need
additional explanation. I typically make small notes in the margin.

Explanation: In the parable of the prodigal son, Jesus was teaching that God wants to
forgive both sinners and self-righteous people. The real focus of this story is the long
suffering father, who continues to love both sons as they dishonor him. It is a beautiful
story of God’s love and determination to see the lost return to him.

Because of my teaching setting, I emphasized the message that “rule-keepers” and “good
kids” need to be forgiven too. It is important to make the connection that the pride of
self-righteous people needs forgiven just as much as the wild living of prodigals.

Much of my thinking on this parable has been informed by the excellent book by Tim
Keller called The Prodigal God. It is a book that explains God’s grace and Jesus’ parable of
the prodigal son.

Teaching Plan: The Parable of the Prodigal Son

Hook (Lesson Introduction): Call two adult helpers up to the front. Explain to the class
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that you are going to pretend these are two very different children. (Choose pretend
names for them that no children present have.) If you have no helpers draw stick figure
people on a marker board.

Say: “The first child is named Kyra and she never follows rules. Many people call her a
bad kid. The other is named Amy and she always follows rules.”

Ask the children to make up different good and bad things these two different pretend
children might do. After each suggestion, have the adult helpers act out that behavior.
Here are some examples.

Kyra throws fits, but the Amy always uses good manners
Kyra steals, but the Amy always share her things
Kyra calls people bad words, but Amy always says nice things
Kyra is lazy at school, but Amy always works very hard
Kyra thinks church is dumb, but Amy loves going to church

Ask the children: Who do you want for a friend? Who does God like more?

Say: Jesus liked to teach people that God really does love everyone, but many times the
“church-people” would get upset and think they were better than the “sinners.” This is a
story that Jesus told them to show that both kind of people need forgiveness and that
God wants to save everyone.

It’s a special kind of teaching story called a parable. The Father in the story shows us
what God is like. The brothers in the story show us what we are like. The point is that
God wants to save both people who follow the rules and people who break all the rules.

Active Listening: Call on three children to act out the Bible story while you tell it. If
possible, pick kids with dramatic personalities. Say:

In this Bible story, we’re going to hear about two brothers that seem very different, but
really have a lot in common. We’re also going to hear about their dad who is keeps loving
his children even when they treat him very badly. I want you to listen carefully to the way
each brother treat the father and the way the father responds.

Read Luke 15:11-32: Be sure to engage the children with good story telling. Ask
unscripted questions to clarify points in the story. The questions under “review” below
are the key points for them to understand from the lesson, so be sure to emphasize
them as you read.

Optional Video: If you have internet, consider showing one of these videos as a review
of the Bible story. I like to challenge the kids to watch carefully if the video follows the
real Bible story we just read. Video link – God’s Story: Two Sons and a Father (good for all
ages)
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True / False Review: Ask the children to choose which of the following statements are
correct. If the statement is correct they should stand, if it is false they should remain
seated.

The brothers in this story were named Bob & Joe. {False}
The Father in this story helps us to learn about God {True}
Sin can be an action or an attitude.  {True}
The brothers in this story honored their father. {False}
People who break rules need Jesus to save & forgive them. {True}
People who follow rules need Jesus to save & forgive them. {True}
Some people are too bad for God to love. {False}
People who follow rules need Jesus to save them. {True}

Compare Two Sons: Use the following questions to help the children

Young Brother (ran away)
How did this brother dishonor his father?
How did the Father respond to this bad
behavior?
What do you think it would take to make
the Father stop loving this Son?
What do you think the Son will do next?

Older Brother (stayed home)
How did this brother dishonor his father?
How did the Father respond to this bad
behavior?
What do you think it would take to make
the Father stop loving this Son?
What do you think the Son will do next?

Test: Call on volunteers to answer the following questions. Ask follow up questions to
ensure they understand the objective of the lesson.

Which brother do you think Jesus wants us to copy?
Which brother do you think deserved to be forgiven by the Father?
What does this the Father in this story show us about God?
According to this story, what kind of people does God not love?

Look / Took: Ask the children to think about one real person they know, or have heard
about that seems like a very “bad” person. Then ask the following questions:

How does God feel about that person?
How does God want you to feel about that person?
Ask them to begin to pray for that person and to ask God to help them love that
person better.
Make a plan to do that tonight.

Optional “Prodigal Son” Activities: If you need to extend the lesson, you can add the
following optional

Prodigal Son Coloring Page
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Older kids might enjoy this animated music video based on Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal
Son. It tells the story in a modern context with a young girl who goes astray. This could
create some helpful conversations, especially with older elementary or middle school
students.

Pray: Lead the children in prayer…
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